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take a moment and recognize the tre-
mendous contributions of Hispanic 
Americans who have made our commu-
nities a great country. 

Mr. Speaker, I have the privilege of 
representing one of the most diverse 
congressional districts in the country. 
Our diversity has always been our 
strength, and Hispanic Americans are 
sewn into the very fabric of what 
makes our slice of Nevada special. 

To honor the history, culture, and 
contributions of Latinos to the United 
States, I am pleased to join my col-
league from California, Congressman 
TONY CÁRDENAS, as the original co-
sponsor of his resolution recognizing 
Hispanic Heritage Month. 

So, whether it is the innovative en-
trepreneurs who are starting busi-
nesses and creating jobs, the ambitious 
students studying to become tomor-
row’s leaders, or the brave men and 
women who serve our country in uni-
form, the story of Hispanic Americans 
is the story of all Americans. 

f 

GREATEST COMMON GOOD 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
Members will leave this week behind 
physically but not mentally and not 
without a sense of joy and, certainly, 
questions. Many things have happened 
this week, and more will come in terms 
of further explanations about our lead-
ership and about our direction, but one 
thing we know that occurred is a 
mighty statement of balanced injus-
tice. I will paraphrase the words of 
Pope Francis, when he said to us that 
politics requires more than divisive-
ness; and he said ‘‘the greatest com-
mon good: that of a community which 
sacrifices particular interests in order 
to share, in justice and peace, its 
goods, its interests, its social life’’—an 
instruction on the goodness of our 
Members, no matter what their party. 

So in these next couple of weeks, I 
would ask that we look collectively to-
gether about working to pass a budget 
that is fair and just and that helps the 
needy: comprehensive immigration re-
form, helping the homeless, and help-
ing veterans who have suffered, Mr. 
Speaker, some hundreds of thousands 
who died waiting for hospital services. 

I think we can do better. Get rid of 
sequester. Pass a budget for America. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GENERAL MAR-
TIN DEMPSEY ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. THORNBERRY) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
after 41 years in uniform, General Mar-
tin Dempsey, the Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff and the highest- 
ranking military officer in the land, re-
tires today. 

More than once this year, we on the 
Armed Services Committee have ex-
pressed our gratitude for his service 
and bid General Dempsey farewell as he 
testified before our committee for what 
we expected would be his final hearing; 
but, time and time again, world events 
brought him back to us. 

That underscores what a consequen-
tial job General Dempsey has had. The 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is 
the senior military adviser to both the 
legislative and executive branches of 
government. I am personally very 
grateful for his willingness to spend 
time, formally and informally, with 
members of our committee discussing 
our country’s security, providing his 
best military advice on an unprece-
dented spectrum of serious and diverse 
threats during an era of declining re-
sources and when Congress and the 
President have very different views on 
national security policy. All of that 
has been a tremendous challenge. 

In his four decades of dedicated serv-
ice, General Dempsey has led our forces 
against threats far different from those 
we faced when he left his native New 
Jersey to become a West Point cadet. 
Instead of Soviets in the Fulda Gap, 
General Dempsey has had to confront a 
newly aggressive Russia, an expanding 
China, Iranian-backed instability in 
the Middle East, as well as ISIS and al 
Qaeda. 

And those are just some of the 
threats we can see. General Dempsey 
has also had to face increasing cyber 
attacks on our military and our coun-
try, the threat posed by diseases like 
Ebola in an increasingly mobile world, 
and a tremendous amount of change 
within the military, itself. 

In honoring him and his service, we 
also honor, through him, those who 
have served under him. To meet the 
challenges that the United States faces 
around the world and to meet our sa-
cred obligations to our servicemembers 
and their families requires a commit-
ment to service and sacrifice that sepa-
rates America from the rest of the 
world and separates those who serve in 
the military from much of our own 
population. It takes something special. 

For having that ‘‘something special’’ 
and for serving our Nation with honor 
and distinction for 41 years, I know I 
speak for my colleagues in thanking 
General Martin Dempsey and his wife, 
Deanie, for their service to our country 
as they move into the next phase of 
their life together. 

Mr. Speaker, I will now extend my 
remarks with further discussion of the 
career of General Martin Dempsey. 

General Dempsey’s career has been a les-
son in dedication to country and selfless serv-
ice. 

A career armor officer, he has commanded 
at every level—from Platoon Leader to Com-
batant Commander—and his assignments 
have carried him and his family across the 
United States and around the world. 

As a company grade officer, he served with 
the 2nd Cavalry in Europe and the 10th Cav-
alry at Fort Carson. Following troop command, 
he earned his Masters of Arts in English from 
Duke University and was assigned to the 
English Department at West Point. He subse-
quently earned additional advanced degrees 
from the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College and the National War College. 

In 1991, General Dempsey deployed with 
the Third Armored Division in support of Oper-
ation Desert Storm. He later commanded a 
battalion in Germany and then served as the 
Army’s ‘‘senior scout’’ as the 67th Colonel of 
the Third Armored Cavalry Regiment—the 
Brave Rifles—before reporting to the Joint 
Staff as an assistant deputy director in the J– 
5 and later as a Special Assistant to the 14th 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

In 2003, General Dempsey commanded the 
1st Armored Division in Baghdad and returned 
to Iraq in 2005 as the Commanding General of 
the Multi-National Security Transition Com-
mand—Iraq. From 2007 to 2008, he was the 
Deputy Commander and then Acting Com-
mander of U.S. Central Command, and from 
2008 to 2011, he commanded U.S. Army 
Training and Doctrine Command. 

Appointed to serve as the Army’s 37th Chief 
of Staff, General Dempsey led his beloved 
Army a short 149 days before being tapped to 
serve as the 18th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. In that capacity, and as the Nation’s 
highest-ranking military officer, he has served 
as the principal military advisor to the Presi-
dent, the Secretary of Defense, the National 
Security Council, and Congress. 

General Dempsey’s job has required him to 
coordinate and build consensus among the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Joint 
Staff, the Services, and the Combatant Com-
mands. He has also developed important rela-
tionships with military leaders in other nations. 

He has guided the Joint Force in executing 
an extraordinary range of global responsibil-
ities, from counter-terrorism and crisis re-
sponse, to supporting our allies, building part-
ner capacity, and humanitarian assistance. His 
efforts to strengthen key alliances, bolster new 
partnerships, and more closely integrate the 
military with other tools of national power and 
influence are commendable. 

General Dempsey’s tenure as Chairman has 
been marked by significant transitions in mili-
tary operations and personnel in an increas-
ingly dynamic and unpredictable security envi-
ronment. 

A firm believer in constantly learning and 
growing, General Dempsey guided the Joint 
Force to study, learn, and incorporate lessons 
learned over the past 14 years. In addition, 
recognizing the shifting nature of the security 
environment and our ability to respond to it, 
General Dempsey led a paradigm shift in how 
we posture and employ this Joint team around 
the world. 

At the same time, the past few years have 
witnessed exponential growth of the cyber 
threat against our Nation, and General 
Dempsey has pushed the expansion of our 
cyber capabilities in response. He has cham-
pioned the rapid development of our cyber 
forces, and implemented the Joint Information 
Environment to optimize and better defend our 
military’s information technology infrastructure. 
These initiatives will be critical to the future 
security of our Nation. 

As principle steward of the military profes-
sion, he renewed an internal commitment to 
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strengthen the Profession of Arms and reinvig-
orated education, training, and leader develop-
ment. He managed historic decisions, includ-
ing reforms to General and Flag Officer ethics, 
and Department-wide improvements in Sexual 
Assault Prevention and Response. His stew-
ardship set conditions to preserve the strength 
of the all-volunteer force and to ensure service 
members departing the military successfully 
transition back into their communities. 

As he retires, General Dempsey should take 
great pride in his role in ensuring our military 
remains the best supported, best trained, best 
equipped, and best led force on the planet. 

With over four decades of dedicated service 
to our Nation, General Dempsey and his fam-
ily deserve our most heartfelt gratitude and 
admiration. He and Deanie have our very best 
wishes for the next phase and the challenges 
and opportunities it will inevitably bring. Our 
Nation, our Joint Force, and our Army are all 
better for his leadership and distinguished 
service. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BARLETTA (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today on account of at-
tending a funeral. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 26 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, Sep-
tember 28, 2015, at noon for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

2949. A letter from the Associate Adminis-
trator, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s affirmation of interim rule as 
final rule — Marketing Order Regulating the 
Handling of Spearmint Oil Produced in the 
Far West; Revision of the Salable Quantity 
and Allotment Percentage for Class 3 (Na-
tive) Spearmint Oil for the 2014-2015 Mar-
keting Year [Doc. No.: AMS-FV-13-0087; 
FV14-985-1C FIR] received September 24, 2015, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

2950. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, Of-
fice of the General Counsel, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting the Department’s interim rule — 
Streamlining Administrative Regulations 
for Public Housing: Revisions to Public 
Housing Flat Rents [Docket No.: FR 5743-I- 
02] (RIN: 2577-AC94) received September 22, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added 
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

2951. A letter from the Acting PRAO 
Branch Chief, Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, Food and Nutrition Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmitting 

the Department’s final rule — Clarification 
of Eligibility of Fleeing Felons (RIN: 0584- 
AE01) received September 24, 2015, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

2952. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of the General Coun-
sel, Department of Energy, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Medical, Physical 
Readiness, Training, and Access Authoriza-
tion Standards for Protective Force Per-
sonnel (RIN: 1992-AA40) received September 
24, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2953. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Acute Uranium Exposure Stand-
ards for Workers (FSCE Interim Staff Guid-
ance ISG-14, Revision 0) received September 
22, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2954. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 
Sec. 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-095; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

2955. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 
Sec. 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-095; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

2956. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 
Secs. 36(c) and 36(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-022; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2957. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 
Secs. 36(c) and 36(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-091; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2958. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 
Secs. 36(c) and 36(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-051; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2959. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule — Federal Employees 
Health Benefits Program Self Plus One En-
rollment Type (RIN: 3206-AN08) received Sep-
tember 22, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

2960. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a letter and relevant docu-
mentation concerning the implementation of 
commitments in the Joint Plan of Action, 
pursuant to the Iran Freedom and Counter- 
Proliferation Act of 2012, the Iran Sanctions 
Act of 1996, and Sec. 1245 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012; 
jointly to the Committees on Foreign Af-
fairs, Financial Services, the Judiciary, 
Oversight and Government Reform, and 
Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. UPTON: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 702. A bill to adapt to 
changing crude oil market conditions; with 
an amendment (Rept. 114–267 Pt. 1). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 
Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 

Committee on Foreign Affairs dis-
charged from further consideration. 
H.R. 702 referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ (for herself, Ms. 
MAXINE WATERS of California, and 
Mr. SERRANO): 

H.R. 3610. A bill to amend the Investment 
Company Act of 1940 to terminate the ex-
emption of companies located in Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, and any other pos-
session of the United States; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. FINCHER (for himself, Mr. 
KINZINGER of Illinois, Mr. COSTELLO 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. MICA, and Mr. 
CRAWFORD): 

H.R. 3611. A bill to reauthorize and reform 
the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. CUELLAR (for himself, Mr. 
DOGGETT, Mr. HURD of Texas, Mr. 
CASTRO of Texas, and Mr. SMITH of 
Texas): 

H.R. 3612. A bill making emergency appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, to address needs of the Fed-
eral judiciary serving the border region be-
tween the United States and Mexico, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Appro-
priations, and in addition to the Committee 
on the Budget, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself and 
Mr. HUFFMAN): 

H.R. 3613. A bill to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to provide certain purchasing 
authority for recipients or subrecipients of 
grants under chapter 53 of title 49 of such 
Code, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

By Mr. SHUSTER (for himself and Mr. 
RYAN of Wisconsin): 

H.R. 3614. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to extend authorizations for the 
airport improvement program, to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the 
funding and expenditure authority of the 
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and in addition 
to the Committees on Ways and Means, and 
Science, Space, and Technology, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GUINTA: 
H.R. 3615. A bill to delay enforcement and 

establishment of certain water quality 
standards within the Great Bay Estuary, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. FORBES: 
H.R. 3616. A bill to appropriate such funds 

as may be necessary to ensure that members 
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